
 

 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing of the LICENSING SUB-
COMMITTEE will be held in the GROUND FLOOR MEETING ROOMS 
(CONINGSBY / BOURN ROOMS) PATHFINDER HOUSE, ST 
MARY'S STREET, HUNTINGDON, PE29 3TN on TUESDAY, 12 
NOVEMBER 2024 at 2:00 PM and you are requested to attend for the 
transaction of the following business:- 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
APOLOGIES 
 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR  
 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

2. MEMBERS INTERESTS  
 

To receive from Members declarations as to disclosable pecuniary, other 
registerable and non-registerable interests in relation to any Agenda item. Please 
see Notes below. 

 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

3. INTRODUCTION  
 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

4. LICENSING SUB COMMITTEE PROCEDURE (Pages 5 - 8) 
 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

5. 96 CAMBRIDGE STREET, ST NEOTS PE19 1PJ (Pages 9 - 50) 
 

To consider an application for a new premises licence under the Licensing Act 
2003 made by the folllowing: 
 
Applicant: Nobel Trading (UK) Limited 
 
Premises: 96 Cambridge Street, St Neots PE19 1PJ 

 
Item Led By: Licensing - (01480) 387075 
 

6. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 



 
To resolve:- 
  

to exclude the press and public from the hearing during the determination of 
the application. 

 
Item Led By: Chair. 
 

7. DETERMINATION  
 

To determine the application referred to in Agenda Item 5. 
 

Item Led By: Chair. 
 

25 day of October 2024 
 
Michelle Sacks 

 
Chief Executive and Head of Paid 
Service 
 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and Non 
Registerable Interests 
 
Further information on Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and other Registerable and 
Non-Registerable Interests is available in the Council's Constitution 
 
Filming and Recording of Council Meetings 
 
This meeting will be recorded by the Council for live broadcast online at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/HuntingdonshireDC  
 
If you participate in the meeting, you consent to being filmed and to the possible 
use of those images and sound recordings for broadcasting and/or training 
purposes. 
 
If you have any questions on the issue of filming / recording of meeting, please 
contact Democratic Services. 
 
The District Council permits filming, recording and the taking of photographs at its 
meetings that are open to the public. Arrangements for these activities should 
operate in accordance with guidelines agreed by the Council.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please contact Democratic Services, Tel: 01480 388169 / email: 
Democratic.Services@huntingdonshire.gov.uk  if you have a general query 
on any Agenda Item, wish to tender your apologies for absence from the 

https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3744/constitution.pdf
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3744/constitution.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/HuntingdonshireDC
https://www.youtube.com/user/HuntingdonshireDC
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1365/filming-photography-and-recording-at-council-meetings.pdf


 
meeting, or would like information on any decision taken by the Sub-
Committee. 
Specific enquiries with regard to items on the Agenda should be directed towards 
the Contact Officer. 
Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting as observers except 
during consideration of confidential or exempt items of business. 
 
Agenda and enclosures can be viewed on the District Council’s website. 
 

Emergency Procedure 
 

In the event of the fire alarm being sounded and on the instruction of the Meeting 
Administrator, all attendees are requested to vacate the building via the closest 

emergency exit. 

http://applications.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/moderngov/mgListCommittees.aspx?bcr=1
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE PROCEDURE 
 

1. MEMBERSHIP 
 
1.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee shall consist of three Members appointed by the Licensing 

Committee. A reserve member may also be in attendance in the event that any of the three 
Members is absent on the date of the hearing or discovers they have a conflict of interest. 
 

1.2  At the start of each Sub-Committee hearing a Chair shall be elected from amongst its 
members.   

 
1.2 The quorum for hearings of a Sub-committee shall be three members.  
 
1.3 Members should be present throughout the entire hearing. If a member is required to leave 

temporarily, the Chair shall adjourn the hearing whilst that member is unavailable. If a 
member is not present for the whole of an item of business, they will not be able to debate 
or vote on that item.   

 
1.4 A member will not take part in a hearing at which a matter is being discussed which relates 

to a Premises Licence, Club Premises Certificate, Temporary Events Notice or Personal 
Licence where either the premises are, or the person is resident in the ward which that 
member represents on Huntingdonshire District Council. 

 

2. THE HEARING 
 
2.1 Prior to the hearing, the Sub-Committee have received copies of all representations and 

relevant correspondence. 
 
2.2 Hearings are normally held in public and are live streamed on the Council’s YouTube 

Channel. However, the public may be excluded from all or part of a hearing where it 
considers that the public interest in so doing outweighs the public interest in the hearing or 
that part of the hearing taking place in public. The Sub-Committee will determine the 
outcome of an application at the conclusion of the hearing in private.   

 
2.3 The Sub-Committee will determine the application in accordance with the Council’s 

Statement of Licensing Policy, the Licensing Act 2003 and Guidance and Regulations under 
the Act taking into account the overriding need to promote the four licensing objectives, 
including guidance under Section 182 of the Licensing Act. 

 
2.4 The Chair may require any person who in his opinion is behaving in a disruptive manner to 

leave the hearing and may refuse to permit that person(s) to return or may permit them to 
return with specified conditions. Such a person may, before the end of the hearing, submit 
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to the authority in writing information which they would have been entitled to give orally had 
they not been required to leave. 
 

2.5 Where appropriate, the Chair shall remind the parties that their representations should be 
relevant to the licensing objectives of the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the 
prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children from harm.  The Sub-Committee 
will disregard any information which is not relevant to the application, representations or to 
the licensing objectives. If, the Chair feels that the representations being made are not 
relevant, he may, after first reminding the party of the need for relevance, advise the party 
that he will no longer be heard.  Where in the opinion of the Chair, a party is being repetitious, 
vexatious or slanderous in his remarks, the Chair may first warn the party and may then 
advise the party that he will no longer be heard.  The ruling of the Chair shall be final.  
 

2.6 All questions and statements shall be directed through the Chair. 
 
3. HEARING PROCEDURE 
 
3.1 Procedure in all cases other than an application for a review of a premises licence or 

a club premises certificate or convictions coming to light after the grant or renewal 
of a personal licence. 

 
1. Introductions 

 
The Chair will, at the beginning of the hearing introduce the members of the Sub-
Committee and any officers in attendance to support the Sub-Committee and shall 
ask the parties and any persons accompanying them to state their names and 
addresses or who they represent. 

 
The Chair shall explain to the parties present that the hearing is subject to this 

procedure, copies of which will have been distributed to the parties with the notice of 
the hearing and shall enquire of the persons present whether there are any questions 
of clarity or explanation about its contents. 

 
2. Allocation of Time 

 
The Sub-Committee will generally not expect any of the parties to take more than 20 
Minutes to address it, to give further information or to call witnesses. In the case of 
interested parties, this time allocation is shared between the number of those in 
attendance. However, the Chair will exercise discretion dependent upon the 
circumstances of a particular case. Under the regulations an equal maximum time 
period must be allowed to all parties. 

 
 

3. The Licensing Authority: 
 

The Licensing Officer will present the application and representations received by the 
Council. No recommendation will be made. 

 
The Chair will invite Members of the Sub-Committee, the Applicant, Responsible 
Authorities and all other parties if they have any questions to clarify the content of the 
Licensing Officers report. 

 
4. The Applicant: 
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The Applicant or their representative will be invited to present their case in support of 
their application. 

 
If applicable, the applicant can call any witness(es) to give evidence in support of their 
case.  

 
Once the applicant has presented his / her case, the Chair will invite questions from the 
Sub-Committee and all other parties present. 
 

5. Responsible Authorities:  
 

The Chair will invite any Responsible Authorities in attendance to make representations 
in support of their representation.  

 
If applicable, the Responsible Authority’s can call any witnesses to speak in support of 
their case. 

 
Questions to Responsible Authority Officers will then be invited from all parties present.  

 
6. The Other Persons (people who have made a valid representation).  
 

The Chair will then invite and interested persons to put forward their case, based on the 
representation submitted.  

 
Where there are a number of interested parties and the nature of their representations 
are similar, such parties may decide to appoint a spokesperson to represent the group. 

 
Questions will then be invited from all parties present. 

 
7. Review of Written Representations 
 

The Sub Committee will review the relevant written representations which have been 
received. All parties present will be given an opportunity to comment.  

 
The Sub-Committee will consider any requests for permission to present new evidence 
or information not previously disclosed to all, the parties prior to the hearing. The general 
rule is that such information or evidence must not be considered unless all parties at the 
hearing agree to it being considered on the day of the hearing. A request may be made 
for a short adjournment to allow time for everyone to receive copies of the extra 
information and to read it. 

 
8. Summing Up 
 

After all parties have addressed the Sub-Committee, the Applicant or his representative 
will be invited by the Chair to sum up their application for a time not exceeding five 
minutes but without introducing any new evidence to the proceedings. 

 
9. Making and Reporting the Decision 
 

The Sub-Committee will then retire to another room to make their decision. The Council’s 
Legal Officer will accompany members to advise where necessary. 
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All parties will be sent a decision notice in writing within five working days of the date of 
the hearing outlining the decision and the reasons to support it. Details of appeal rights 
will also be sent with the decision notice. 

 
10. Record of the Hearing 
 

A record shall be taken of the hearing by the licensing authority which shall be retained 
for six years after the date of the determination of the hearing or the disposal of an appeal 
against the determination. 

 
 
4.0 Procedure in cases relating to an application for a review of a premises licence or a 

club premises certificate or convictions coming to light after the grant or renewal of 
a personal licence. 

 
In the case of such hearings, the procedure at 3.1 shall be followed with the exception that 
the applicant for a review of a premises licence or a club premises certificate or the chief 
officer of police in the case of an objection notice where convictions have come light after 
the grant or renewal of a personal licence will be invited to address the Sub-Committee first 
and to call any person(s) to whom permission has been granted to appear. 

 
After any questions have been dealt with the holder of the licence or certificate will be invited 
to address the Sub-Committee and to call any person(s) to whom permission has been 
granted to appear. 

 
There shall be no right of reply for the applicant for a review of the licence or certificate or 
for the Chief Officer of Police. 

 
 

G:\Licensing\Licensing Committee/Procedures/ Licensing Act – Licensing Sub Committee Procedure 2024 
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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE - 12th November 2024 
 
 

 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

APPLICATION FOR A NEW PREMISES LICENCE 
96 Cambridge Street St Neots, PE19 1PJ 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Huntingdonshire District Council as the Licensing Authority has received an 
application for a new premises Licence: 
 
from Nobel Trading (UK) Limited 
 
for the premises 96 Cambridge Street, St Neots, PE19 1PJ 
 
The Application was received on the 16th September 2024. As required under 
the Licensing Act 2003, notice of the application was advertised by blue notices 
displayed at or near the premises from the 17th September 2024 and in the local 
newspaper on the 25th September 2024. The 28-day consultation period ended 
on the 14th October 2024.  
 

1.2 A copy of the application is attached as Appendix A (application) & Appendix B 
(plan).  

 

2. INFORMATION  

2.1 The Premises Licence application is applying for the following activities: 

a. Supply of Alcohol for Consumption OFF the Premises 

Mondays to Sundays  – 06:00hrs to 00:00hrs 

b. Hours premises are open to the public 

Mondays to Sundays  – 06:00hrs to 00:00hrs 

2.2 Section ‘M’ or Section 18 of the online form, of the application form addresses 
the four licensing objectives.  Any proposals made in this section are normally 
translated directly into enforceable conditions that will be attached to the 
premises licence. Paragraphs 8.41- 8.49 and Section 10 of the Home Office 
guidance issued under section 182 refer to the operating schedule and licence 
conditions. 

 

3. BACKGROUND 

3.1 The Premises at 96 Cambridge Street, was for many years the Bulls Head Pub,        
operated by Greene King Retailing Limited. The pub ceased trading in July 2023 
and the premises has remained closed. The Licence for the pub remains in force 
HDC/PRE00173.   
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3.2  For reference the current licence permits the following activities and times. 

Regulated Entertainment (Indoors & Outdoors) - Live Music, Recorded 
Music & Facilities for Dancing: 
- Mondays to Thursdays 19:00 - 23:30,  
- Fridays 19:00 - 00:30,  
- Saturdays 12:00 - 00:30,  
- Sundays 12:00 - 23:30 
 

Supply of Alcohol for consumption ON and OFF the premises –  
- Mondays to Thursdays 11:00 - 00:00,  
- Fridays and Saturdays 10:00 - 01:00 
- Sundays 11:00 – 00:00 
 

4. REPRESENTATIONS  

4.1 During the period for representation a total of 5 valid representations were 
received from ‘other persons’. The representations attached as Appendix C. 

4.2 A person who has submitted a relevant representation is entitled to address the 
Licensing Sub-Committee at the hearing and ask questions of any other party 
appearing at the hearing.  

4.3 Not all matters raised within the representation may be relevant matters for 
consideration under the Licensing Act 2003. 

 

5. MEDIATION 

Whilst mediation was attempted no resolution has been reached, within the short 
time period available. The correspondence in this matter can be seen at 
Appendix D. 

 

6. GENERAL DUTY/POLICY CONSIDERATION  

6.1 The licensing authority must carry out its functions under the Act with a view to 
promoting the licensing objectives, each objective has equal importance, the 
objectives are:  

a. the prevention of crime and disorder,  
b. public safety,  
c. the prevention of public nuisance, and  
d. the protection of children from harm.  

 

6.2 The sub-committee must also have regard to: 

a. its statement of licensing policy, and  
b. any statutory guidance issued under Section 182 of the Licensing Act 

2003.  
c. the Human Rights Act 1988  
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6.3 The Council must also fulfil its obligations under Section 17 of the Crime and 
Disorder Act 1998 to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder 
in its district.  

 
7. DETERMINATION  

 
7.1 In making a decision, this application must be determined on its individual merits 

having regard to the representations and supporting documents included as part 
of the report along with additional information considered relevant at the hearing. 
As part of the decision process the sub-committee is required to give its reasons 
for any decision arrived at.  
 

7.2 Where the licensing authority considers that action under its statutory powers is 
appropriate, it may take any of the following steps: 

 
• Grant the application as applied for  
• Refuse the application  
• Add additional conditions to the premises licence  
• Exclude any licensable activities applied for 
• Amend dates and times of licensable activities applied for.   

 
7.3 Any decision made by the sub-committee must be reasonable and proportionate         

and promote the Licensing objectives.  
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION  
Licensing Act 2003.  
Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003.  
The Council’s Statement of Licensing Policy.  
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Licensed Area

94 Cambridge 
Street

St NEOTS 
PE17 1PJ
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Appendix C – Application for the grant of a new Premises Licence 
96 Cambridge Street, St Neots, PE19 1PJ 

Representation Received from Other Persons 
Andrew Korolev, 15 Alamein Court, St Neots, PE19 7JL 
Although having no issue with the convenience shop opened in the town, I do have concerns regarding 
the business hours. Considering opening hours as 6am as something that can be reasonable, I believe 
that end of the business at 12am will lead to the increased antisocial behaviour in the area as a result 
of selling alcohol that late. That will negatively aƯect the area, disturb the residents and make it less 
attractive for the new-comers. Also, there is a Shell garage across the road, so in case of urgently 
needed groceries they could be bought there at any time. I believe that opening hours 8am-8pm are 
more suitable for the area unless the applicant has an intention not to provide convenient service for 
the all groups of residents but make the most of the profits from alcohol sales. 
 
Tom Gunter, 1 Shortsands Yard, St Neots, PE19 1PQ 
Following my emails to both licencing and planning departments regarding this application, please find 
my representation and reasons for objection below. I am the owner of the closest and adjoining 
property to the Bulls Head, 1 Shortsands Yard, St Neots PE19 1PQ. Whilst I do not object to the Bulls 
Head becoming a shop, I strongly object to the licence applied, for the following reasons: Right of 
enjoyment of our property and our neighbours: The trading hours of 6am – 12pm 7days a week would 
severely aƯect the right of enjoyment of my property. These hours are simply too long taking into 
consideration staƯ opening and closing up could be in addition to these hours. Similar shops located 
in residential areas such as OneStop in Eynesbury, Nisa on Longsands Parade and Morrisons on 
Bishops road have hours such as 7am – 10pm or 6am – 10pm. Additionally, the current premises on 
Leys Road has hours of 6.30am – 8pm Monday – Saturday and 8am – 1pm Sunday which is similarly 
surrounded by residential properties. Hours similar to the current Leys Road shop would be far more 
suitable in a residential area. Antisocial behaviour: We have suƯered with anti-social behaviour 
including crime and disorder often fuelled by alcohol both from the Bulls Head and from the other late-
night shops such as the Shell petrol station. Glass bottles have regularly been smashed outside 1 
Shortsands Yard as well as alcohol cans littered, vapes and cigarette packets. We have had cans and 
sandwiches thrown at our house and been threatened and had to call the police when I confronted 
man urinating in my front garden who was drinking alcohol from the other shops at around 11.00pm. 
Opening a shop until 12am 7days a week selling alcohol is only going to worsen this unacceptable and 
intolerable behaviour as well as cause disturbance to our lives including sleep, and further littering up 
and down Shortsands Yard. Whist reduced hours won’t completely resolve this and we would expect 
the licensee and council to consider other provisions too such as additional waste bins perhaps at the 
other end of Shortsands Yard, by reducing the hours alcohol can be sold, fewer people under the 
influence of alcohol are likely to visit what is essentially a late night oƯ-licence and hopefully this 
antisocial behaviour will be reduced. Noise and Nuisance: As the licence application requires a 
change of use which has not been applied for, it is hard to consider all aspects of the implications this 
licence granted could have. A concern we have for the long hours applied for is visitors coming and 
going by car and the parking issues as well as noise / disturbance issues this could cause at antisocial 
hours. Deliveries to a shop can be very noisy and the side access to the Bulls Head is directly next to 
our property up the gravel private access. It is critical that deliveries are made in sociable hours and 
ideally not via this side access as it blocks access for 4 properties. Furthermore, refrigeration 
equipment operates 24/7 365 would cause significant disturbance, particularly in summer months and 
would need to be sited well away from our property to avoid this. Once again, I am not against a shop 
next to the property we own having a licence but the hours of the current applied for licence are what is 
objected to. 
 
Colin and Sandra Gunter, 12 Shaftsbury Avenue, St Neots, PE19 1JY 
We, the above named, would like the following points to be taken into consideration regarding the 
Noble Trading application. As local residents we feel that the licence to sell alcohol from 6am until 
12am is totally unreasonable. We already experience anti-social behaviour from alcohol being 
purchased from the Shell garage opposite, with rowdy youths and others drinking on the streets nearby 
and discarding glass, cans and vapes etc., Another licenced premises would only exacerbate an 
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already intolerable situation. St. Neots is being promoted by the council as a pleasant and civilised 
place to live, so granting excessively long opening hours does not support the ethos of the town. Other 
convenience shops in St. Neots do not have such long hours so granting this applicant's licensed hours 
would set a precedent for others and would not improve St Neots as a place for all to live in harmony. 
Rodrigo Conte Quadros, 29 Hampden Way, Eynesbury, St Neots, PE19 2JH 
As a resident of St Neots with a young family we have concerns over the number of late-night venues 
selling alcohol and the anti-social behaviour they bring. I feel that the hours of this new proposed shop 
are too late at night and will only contribute to this further. 
 
Nicola Thurley, 28 Rycroft Avenue, St Neots, PE19 1DT 
I would like to raise some concerns I have regarding the applied for licence. Until recently I lived at 1 
Shortsands Yard which is directly next to the former Bulls Head pub. Whilst a shop is generally 
preferable to another pub the hours of the license applied for concern me. As it is these hours of 
operating far exceed the previous operating hours of the pub making it one of the latest opening oƯ 
licences in a residential area in St Neots. Whilst living there we had multiple issues of antisocial 
behaviour involving alcohol, from littering, glass bottles smashed on the drive, noise, and also 
aggression/threats and violence. Granting this licence as proposed will only exacerbate issues like this 
as it will attract clients already under the influence of alcohol. We also had issues regarding the noise 
of refrigeration units which greatly impacted both our sleep and general enjoyment of our house and 
garden. This was logged with Greene King, however shortly after the pub closed. I would be concerned 
that the number of units required for an oƯ licence of this size would generate even more noise. I am in 
support of a shop however object to the requested hours and suggest more reasonable hours of 7-
10pm which would be in keeping with other shops in similar residential areas such as One Stop in 
eynesbury. It is also worth noting that the current operating hours of the shop in Leys rd are listed as 
6.30-8.00. This premises is also surrounded by residential buildings and so I cannot see why the hours 
in this application would be considered reasonable. 
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Sarah Mardon

From: Nick Semper <nick@thelicensingguys.com>
Sent: 17 October 2024 13:16
To: Licensing (HDC)
Cc: seelan@msp-noble.co.uk
Subject: RE: Application for the grant of a Premises Licence - 96 Cambridge Street St Neots
Attachments: We sent you safe versions of your files; 205-24 96 Cambridge Street, St NEOTS - 

Crime & ASB Data Charts.pdf

Categories: SARAH

Mimecast Attachment Protection has deemed this file to be safe, but always exercise caution when opening files. 

Hi Sarah, 
 
I was looking forward to a reply regarding confirmation of the previous operating hours of the Bull’s Head. 
 
In the meantime, please find attached a digest of Crime & ASB stats for the vicinity of 96 Cambridge Street, 
and an overview of Crime Stats for the area in comparison with other comparator Basic Command Units 
across the UK and Cambridgeshire as a whole. 
 
If and when this matter goes to Hearing, I would be relying on this empirical data and therefore ask that it be 
shared with the objectors and added to the Hearing Bundle for the information of the Licensing Sub 
Committee. 
 
In the meantime, regarding Planning – that application is in the hands of a Planning Consultant and will be 
submitted shortly. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
Kind Regards 
Nick SEMPER 
Director 
TL Guys Ltd 
t/a The Licensing Guys 
W: 01432 700024 
M: 07890 105387 
nick@thelicensingguys.com 
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Disclaimer 
This message (including any attachments) is confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you should not disclose, copy or use any part of it for any purpose - please delete all copies 
immediately and notify the sender. Any views or opinions expressed do not necessarily represent those of the 
Company. 
Please consider the environment before printing. 
  
  
 

From: The Licensing Guys [ Licensing ]  
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2024 12:52 PM 
To: Licensing (HDC) <Licensing@huntingdonshire.gov.uk> 
Cc: seelan@msp-noble.co.uk 
Subject: RE: Application for the grant of a Premises Licence - 96 Cambridge Street St Neots 
 
Hi Sarah, 
 
Further to my last, the AI application on my computer says that: 
 
The Bulls Head Public House in St Neots had the following opening hours before it closed: 
Monday to Thursday: 11:00 AM to Midnight 
Friday and Saturday: 11:00 AM to 1:00 AM 
Sunday: Closed. 
 
Bearing in mind these premises in a previous incarnation existed with the sole purpose of retailing alcohol to 
the public during the above hours, what Seelan and his company are oƯering is a Convenience Store selling a 
multitude of products where alcohol is but one line for lesser hours than the last Premises Licence… 
 
Can you confirm the hours please? 
 
Kind Regards 
Nick SEMPER 
Director 
TL Guys Ltd 
t/a The Licensing Guys 
W: 01432 700024 
M: 07890 105387 
nick@thelicensingguys.com 
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Disclaimer 
This message (including any attachments) is confidential and may be legally privileged. If you are not the 
intended recipient, you should not disclose, copy or use any part of it for any purpose - please delete all copies 
immediately and notify the sender. Any views or opinions expressed do not necessarily represent those of the 
Company. 
Please consider the environment before printing. 
  
  
 

From: Licensing (HDC) <Licensing@huntingdonshire.gov.uk>  
Sent: Monday, October 14, 2024 12:20 PM 
To: The Licensing Guys [ Licensing ] <licensing@thelicensingguys.com> 
Cc: seelan@msp-noble.co.uk 
Subject: Application for the grant of a Premises Licence - 96 Cambridge Street St Neots 
Importance: High 
 
Good Morning Nick 
  
As you will be aware the last day for the consultation period for the above application is today. 
  
However, I wanted to make you aware I have received 4 representations over the weekend. And one 
more this morning. Therefore, I have begun the process of arranging a hearing.   
  
Given there is now a limited period to attempt to mediate I have added the 5 comments below, and at 
this stage have anonymised them, you will of course receive the full versions should a hearing be 
needed. Whilst I appreciate not all comments made are relevant to the licensing objectives, the 
theme of the comments are consistent. 
  
Would you discuss these with your client and consider any possible changes that could be made to 
the application, such a reduction in the operating hours, that may alleviate some of these concerns. 
  
Given the now limited time available in which to mediate and hold a hearing I would be very grateful if 
you could priorities this discussion and update me on the outcome as soon as possible that I can 
communicate this to the residents, in good time. 
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1. Although having no issue with the convenience shop opened in the town, I do have 
concerns regarding the business hours. Considering opening hours as 6am as something 
that can be reasonable, I believe that end of the business at 12am will lead to the increased 
antisocial behaviour in the area as a result of selling alcohol that late. That will negatively 
affect the area, disturb the residents and make it less attractive for the new-comers. Also, 
there is a Shell garage across the road, so in case of urgently needed groceries they could 
be bought there at any time. I believe that opening hours 8am-8pm are more suitable for 
the area unless the applicant has an intention not to provide convenient service for the all 
groups of residents but make the most of the profits from alcohol sales. 

  
2. Following my emails to both licencing and planning departments regarding this application, 

please find my representation and reasons for objection below. I am the owner of [detail 
remove] property to the Bulls Head, [Detail removed] Whilst I do not object to the Bulls 
Head becoming a shop, I strongly object to the licence applied, for the following reasons: 
Right of enjoyment of our property and our neighbours: The trading hours of 6am – 12pm 
7days a week would severely affect the right of enjoyment of my property. These hours are 
simply too long taking into consideration staff opening and closing up could be in addition 
to these hours. Similar shops located in residential areas such as OneStop in Eynesbury, 
Nisa on Longsands Parade and Morrisons on Bishops road have hours such as 7am – 
10pm or 6am – 10pm. Additionally, the current premises on Leys Road has hours of 
6.30am – 8pm Monday – Saturday and 8am – 1pm Sunday which is similarly surrounded 
by residential properties. Hours similar to the current Leys Road shop would be far more 
suitable in a residential area. Antisocial behaviour: We have suffered with anti-social 
behaviour including crime and disorder often fuelled by alcohol both from the Bulls Head 
and from the other late-night shops such as the Shell petrol station. Glass bottles have 
regularly been smashed outside [detail removed] as well as alcohol cans littered, vapes 
and cigarette packets. We have had cans and sandwiches thrown at our house and been 
threatened and had to call the police when I confronted man urinating in my front garden 
who was drinking alcohol from the other shops at around 11.00pm. Opening a shop until 
12am 7days a week selling alcohol is only going to worsen this unacceptable and 
intolerable behaviour as well as cause disturbance to our lives including sleep, and further 
littering up and down [detail removed]. Whist reduced hours won’t completely resolve this 
and we would expect the licensee and council to consider other provisions too such as 
additional waste bins perhaps at the other end of [details removed], by reducing the hours 
alcohol can be sold, fewer people under the influence of alcohol are likely to visit what is 
essentially a late night off-licence and hopefully this antisocial behaviour will be reduced. 
Noise and Nuisance: As the licence application requires a change of use which has not 
been applied for, it is hard to consider all aspects of the implications this licence granted 
could have. A concern we have for the long hours applied for is visitors coming and going 
by car and the parking issues as well as noise / disturbance issues this could cause at 
antisocial hours. Deliveries to a shop can be very noisy and the side access to the Bulls 
Head is [details removed] up the gravel private access. It is critical that deliveries are made 
in sociable hours and ideally not via this side access as it blocks access for 4 properties. 
Furthermore, refrigeration equipment operates 24/7 365 would cause significant 
disturbance, particularly in summer months and would need to be sited well away from our 
property to avoid this. Once again, I am not against a shop next to the property we own 
having a licence but the hours of the current applied for licence are what is objected to. 

  
  

3. We, the above named, would like the following points to be taken into consideration 
regarding the Noble Trading application. As local residents we feel that the licence to sell 
alcohol from 6am until 12am is totally unreasonable. We already experience anti-social 
behaviour from alcohol being purchased from the Shell garage opposite, with rowdy youths 
and others drinking on the streets nearby and discarding glass, cans and vapes etc., 
Another licenced premises would only exacerbate an already intolerable situation. St. 
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Neots is being promoted by the council as a pleasant and civilised place to live, so granting 
excessively long opening hours does not support the ethos of the town. Other convenience 
shops in St. Neots do not have such long hours so granting this applicant's licensed hours 
would set a precedent for others and would not improve St Neots as a place for all to live in 
harmony. 

  
4. As a resident of St Neots with a young family we have concerns over the number of late-

night venues selling alcohol and the anti-social behaviour they bring. I feel that the hours of 
this new proposed shop are too late at night and will only contribute to this further. 

  
5. I would like to raise some concerns I have regarding the applied for licence. Until recently I 

lived at [detail removed] which is directly next to the former Bulls Head pub. Whilst a shop 
is generally preferable to another pub the hours of the license applied for concern me. As it 
is these hours of operating far exceed the previous operating hours of the pub making it 
one of the latest opening off licences in a residential area in St Neots. Whilst living there we 
had multiple issues of antisocial behaviour involving alcohol, from littering, glass bottles 
smashed on the drive, noise, and also aggression/threats and violence. Granting this 
licence as proposed will only exacerbate issues like this as it will attract clients already 
under the influence of alcohol. We also had issues regarding the noise of refrigeration units 
which greatly impacted both our sleep and general enjoyment of our house and garden. 
This was logged with Greene King, however shortly after the pub closed. I would be 
concerned that the number of units required for an off licence of this size would generate 
even more noise. I am in support of a shop however object to the requested hours and 
suggest more reasonable hours of 7-10pm which would be in keeping with other shops in 
similar residential areas such as One Stop in eynesbury. It is also worth noting that the 
current operating hours of the shop in Leys rd are listed as 6.30-8.00. This premises is also 
surrounded by residential buildings and so I cannot see why the hours in this application 
would be considered reasonable. 

  
In addition, I would like to query if an application to change the use of the building has been 
submitted to our planning team, I have not been able to find such an application to date. 
Whilst this does not impact the Licence application, I would remind you that any operating times 
permitted by the licence application once determined, could be inconsistent with those permitted by 
a planning determination. 
  
I look forward to hearing from you in the next few days. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Sarah 
  
  
  

 
  

  

         
  

  

Sarah Mardon 
Licensing Officer 
  

Licensing Team  
Huntingdonshire District Council | Pathfinder House | St 
Mary’s Street | Huntingdon | PE29 3TN  
www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk  
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Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient 
and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution 
or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived  
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Crime & ASB Data 
in the vicinity of 

96 Cambridge St, 
St NEOTS 
PE19 1PJ 

Source:  Police.UK Crime Mapper 
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Mar 2024 

 

 

Apr 2004 
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May 2024 

 

 

Jun 2024 
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July 2024 

 

 

Aug 2024 
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S182 Guidance: 

Para 2.27 

“Beyond the immediate area surrounding the premises, these are matters for the personal 
responsibility of individuals under the law.  An individual who engages in ASB [etc] is 
accountable in their own right.” 

 

Localised Stats to Bridge Street, HEREFORD: 

Month Shop- 
lifting 

ASB Other Theft Vehicle Violent/ 
Sexual 

Total 

Mar 24 1  1   2 
Apr 24      0 
May 24   1   1 
Jun 24  1 1 1  3 
Jul 24    1  1 
Aug 24     1 1 
Total 1 1 3 2 1 8 
 8 incidents over 6 months = Average of 1.33 incidents pcm 
 That’s 1 incident every 23 days 
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Crime by Comparator BCU across England & Wales 
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Crime by BCU across Cambridgeshire 
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Crime Rate of Huntingdonshire compared with Cambridgeshire and other Comparator 
BCUs across England and Wales. 
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